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Country presentation ïSri Lanka



Sri Lanka

¸ Mostly flat plains 

¸ Mountains rising in the 
south -central part

¸ The highest elevation 
2,524m 

¸ Warm tropical climate

¸ 103 rivers 

¸ 1,585 km coastline

¸ Distinct monsoonal and 
inter monsoonal rain fall

-

Total area 65,610 Sq. km

Land area 62,705 Sq km

Inland waters 2,905 Sq km

Arable land 23 ,452 sq km

(37 .4 % of the land area )



Status of Agriculture in 
National Economy

Å Per capita GDP of USD 2922  in 2016

Å Agriculture GDP contributes 12% of National GDP

Å GDP Growth of 4.7%  in between 2010 and 2014 

Å Population  21.5  million mid 2016 

Å 82 % of population lives  in agriculture - dominant rural 

areas

Å 42 % of population engaged in  in agricultural primary 

production



Climatic Zones and Monsoons



Mandate of Agriculture 
Research

ÅFocus agricultural research and development on 
livelihood improvement and poverty alleviation, 
achieving food security, enhancing agro-based 
industries and preparing the agricultural sector 
to face global challenges.

ÅUse cutting edge technologies such as Bio-
technology, Geographical Information System

Å (GIS) technology, pre- and post-harvest 
technology, nanotechnology for efficient  
agricultural production and environmental 
conservation



Agriculture Research 

ÅRice Research & Development Institute (RRDI)

* 2 Regional Centres & 4 Research Stations 

ÅHorticulture Research & Development Institute (HRDI)

* 2 Regional Centres & 5 Research Stations 

ÅField Crop Research & Development Institute (FCRDI)  

* 3 Regional Centres & 3 Research Stations

ÅFruit Research & Development Institute (FRDI)

* 6 Research Stations 

ÅNatural Resources Management Centre (NRMC)



National policies, programmes and 
initiatives 

ÅFood production national programme 2016-2018
Ensuring food security, producing supplementary food

crops locally whereby minimizing food imports and

increasing famer income.

ÅSustainable agricultural water management 
programme   

Using solar power irrigation techniques for dry zone

ÅEnhance agricultural mechanization

ÅHome garden programme

Ensuring ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ 



Success stories 

Use of leaf colour charts (LCC) to determine N requirement 
of rice plants to ensure that the crop'snitrogen need is supplied, 
particularly at critical growth stages



Seedling broadcasting 
(SBC)/parachute technology as an 
estimated method for rice

Seedling broadcasting method 
preserves 1 -2  irrigation water 
issues .



Use airoponic & hydroponic techniques for 
seed potato production

Producing Virus free good 
quality seed potato.


